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INTRODUCTION

Participants in past World Social Forums demanded that another world is possible, a world of justice for all peoples regardless of race, ethnicity, class, age, gender or sexual orientation. Boston area activists are ready to move forward in creating this world through exchange and action. 

With this proposal, we present visions of social transformation submitted by progressive organizations in the greater Boston community. We believe that global and local change can become a reality through:

· Mutual, reciprocal solidarity between peoples on equal terms based on the exchange of ideas, analysis and experience;

· International coordination of policy and action to link local struggles across borders for concrete results, moving from talk to action;

· Delegations of activists who can share the struggles and successes of local groups that cannot attend the Forum.

It is the goal of this delegation to share and bring back to Boston practical strategies and plans for fighting global systems of oppression and constructing the brightest future for all peoples.

BRIEF BACKGROUND ON BOSTON ACTIVISM

Boston, Massachusetts is the central city for the six New England states in the northeastern Unites States. Boston’s 600,000 people make it an unusually small central city surrounded by a metropolitan area of about 3,500,000 people. The greater Boston area is home to over half the people in the state of Massachusetts. Massachusetts has about the same population of El Salvador, but is only half its size.

The greater Boston area has a vibrant progressive community with a rich history of struggle. It was the site of the Boston Tea Party, one of the actions against imperialist England that sparked the American Revolution. Boston was also an organizing center of the abolitionist movement.  More recently, coordinated local action has resulted in a number of victories in Boston and Massachusetts: 

· In the 1980s, Boston set a precedent in public media by winning community access to cable channels and establishing the Boston Neighborhood Network, a model for community television stations. This model of cable TV access in the hands of the community extended throughout the state of  Massachusetts. 

· In 1998, in the Massachusetts town of Plymouth, United American Indians of New England won the right to march in protest of genocide and revisionist history on the National Day of Mourning (otherwise known as Thanksgiving). 

· Due to the organizing efforts of statewide networks, in 2004 Massachusetts became the first state in the country to recognize gay and lesbian marriage with full legal rights and benefits. 

· Additionally, the greater Boston area has thriving anti-war and solidarity movements, long experience with women’s and reproductive rights issues, and a commitment to civil rights. 

Progressive struggles have been successful in gaining legislative victories that make the most egregious offenses of discrimination and injustice illegal. But victory has also meant that the people and institutions of oppression return with ever more sophisticated ways to suppress dissent and punish those who work for radical change.

Most of the evils of our society such as racism, homophobia, sexism, labor exploitation, immigrant persecution, lack of access for the poor to basic human needs like housing, health care, child care, food  and education are still in place. These are the struggles that we wage daily under very difficult circumstances.

THE BASIS FOR GRASSROOTS INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

WHAT WE’RE UP AGAINST

Capitalist countries and entities are forging ahead with structures that allow them to better coordinate the exploitation of labor and the world’s natural resources. Examples of such organizations are the European Union, which in 1992 decided to go for financial and monetary unity.  The United States, Canada and Mexico entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on January 1, 1994. The agreement eliminates tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade and investment over the course of fifteen years.  

The effort to unite the capitalist economies of the Americas into a single free trade area began at the Summit of the Americas, which was held in December 1994 in Miami, U.S.A. Then, they agreed to complete negotiations towards this agreement by the year 2005. The plans of the principal proponent of such treaty, the U.S. and their puppets, were unsuccessful in the last summit of Buenos Aires 2005, due to an emerging opposition headed by the progressive governments of Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina.

 While the associations of the wealthy are based on a mixture of coordinated competition and capitalist cooperation, the oppressed lag behind in similar projects to defend themselves and to move forward towards social change.  To this respect, the World Social Forum offers an important place of encounter for different peoples’ struggles. The connections made up to this point have been important. Yet, in the Boston area we haven’t seen an impact of such associations at the grassroots level.

THE BOSTON DELEGATION

This is why we are proposing to make efforts to develop coordinating mechanisms of international cooperation among like-minded objectives (do you mean organizations?) or even across different themes that are interconnected by their objective to achieve freedom and justice. At the grassroots level it is hard to realize the practicality of international associations. Sometimes, it is even hard to visualize the possibility of such an endeavor. Yet, we can start by proposing specific tasks to be carried locally and evaluated at the next Social Forum. In between forums, using the many means of communication at our disposal (principally the Internet) we can remain in contact and carry out joint activities when possible and necessary.

MUTUAL SOLIDARITY

United States progressives and radicals have traditionally been supportive of people’s struggles in Latin America and the Caribbean. However, in general, such support has been one-sided and in many ways, condescending. In the U.S. we are the “supporters”, which translates into providing funds and/or technology for people struggling for social change elsewhere. 

The truth is that as much as we can help others, we are in great need of help from people struggling for change in the rest of the world. Latin American and Caribbean struggles have been an example of organization to change the world. From the successful armed struggles in Cuba, El Salvador, and Nicaragua, to the attempts of reform within the system and through elections, like Guatemala with Jacobo Arbens, and Chile with Salvador Allende in the past, to the new victories in the ballots in Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay, and now Bolivia, we see that Latin Americans do not stop their struggle. There have been terrible setbacks that have taken years to revert, but people find organizational ways to do it.

We in the U.S. can benefit from those experiences. This is why we are not proposing a one-sided relation in this process of international grassroots cooperation for social change. We propose a joint process of cooperation, on equal and fraternal terms, where the exchange of ideas and analysis is as important as the material contributions that we can make to each other.

STRENGTHENING OUR VOICES

We understand that in each locality there are hundreds of grassroots community and political organizations struggling in specific areas of interest. Especially in the U.S. we are boxed into our own issues of interest. But we don’t understand that the sum of all those progressive struggles, of those progressive or radical issues, is what could accomplish societal change. In the case of the WSF, we also understand that, in our case and probably the same is true for other countries, many of those important struggles cannot be represented personally by an activist belonging to the organization working in that particular area. This is where a delegation of volunteers, like the Boston Delegation makes sense. The delegates who can attend the Forum could bring the voice of those who cannot, whether or not they work with the organizations that present proposals. In fact, if this concept can be assumed consciously, we would have advanced one more step toward a new, unselfish, non-sectarian, grassroots agent of social change.

SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR JOINT WORK

In the month of October 2005, we started an open period of consultation among grassroots organizations in the Boston area, with invitations to participate for about 90 organizations. We conducted 3 open forums during September, October and November to announce our intentions. We built a web space where people could express their opinions, their ideas, and their proposals. We were able to talk about our proposal in newspapers, radio and television programs. We attended meetings of sister organizations and announced our intentions about the World Social Forum 2006. While we haven’t heard negative comments about it, many organizations didn’t want or didn’t know how to answer to our request. Therefore, we have to warn the reader that this is a process and a concept still in its infancy.

Following are the summaries (the full, unedited proposals and ideas can be found at http://www.lfsc.org/wsf/) of the proposals for cooperation submitted by the organizations that answered our consultation:

JOINT WORK AGAINST WAR AND AGAINST MILITARISM

· We need to establish links with Latin American and Caribbean organizations that struggle against U.S. military expansionism in the world. In particular, we want to work with those who work to close down the existing U.S. military bases in their own countries. We can learn from the successful experience of the people of Vieques, Puerto Rico, who with the support of people from all over the U.S. where able to kick out the U.S. Navy target practice base there and begin the environmental, social, cultural and economic rescue of the island and surrounding environment. 

· In the same spirit, we should coordinate and cooperate with all anti-war movements in Latin America and the Caribbean, not only because Latinos are a large contingent of soldiers in the U.S. armed forces, but also because there is a trend developing where Latin American and Caribbean countries contribute their armies to support the U.S. intervention in the world, such is the case of the Army of El Salvador that now has troops in Iraq.  [Latinos for Social Change]

· Develop an alternative yet informed international perspective that runs counter to arguments in favor of US militarism. Cultivate an alternative vision for progressive change in America. Forge relationships with people in other countries. [Dorchester People for Peace]

· Build stronger relations and solidarity with our common struggle for worldwide justice and equality. By bringing eyewitness accounts of the revolutionary advancements made by the Bolivarian Revolution, the movement here can provide a concrete model and vision for the workers and oppressed in this country. We are networking with other women's organizations to build an International Women's Day contingent for the anti-war demonstration in Boston on March 18, 2006, marking the third year of the US war & occupation in Iraq. We hope other cities worldwide do the same. [Women’s Fight Back Network]
JOINT WORK FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS AND AGAINST CRIMINALIZATION OF MIGRANT LABOR

· We must make effort to stop the criminalization of immigrant workers by developing an International Immigrant Workers Rights Act where all workers, regardless of their nationality and citizenships are granted the possibility to work in any country where his services are needed. Their function as workers would fall under the labor laws of the country of employment and their rights would be protected by those laws. 

Our effort would consist of drafting such an Act, then promoting and obtaining acceptance of its precepts by all major unions in all Latin American and Caribbean countries and the U.S. Once this is achieved the next step would be to incorporate the Act into the immigration laws of all countries, and eventually, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights incorporate it as an Act in the United Nations. [Latinos for Social Change]

· Workers, whether displaced by trade agreements, unemployed, union members, underemployed due to seasonal labor demands, or engaged in the informal sector, must strategize on a continental level. Collectively we have an enormous economic potential, but laws and governments criminalize low wage immigrant workers, marginalize our human rights, and keep us politically disenfranchised. The so-called immigrant advocates try to sell us into temporary guest worker schemes instead of providing a mechanism for "legalization". 

We must set the agenda and carry it out according to the needs of our communities. The WSF is a space where the proletariat of the 21st century can begin these most important discussions. [Project Voice of the American Friends Service Committee]

· Migrant Rights are Human Rights. We need to understand migration in our globalized world and therefore globalize our struggle. [Centro Presente]
JOINT WORK FOR REAL FAIR TRADE

· WE, AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, in order to ensure the integrity of the earth and all its inhabitants, to foster the creative and cooperative capabilities of all people, to protect and encourage local economies, to sharpen the productive and adaptive functions and accountability of business organizations as well as public and civic organizations in democratic society, to balance local and international development and trade, to promote fair trade and investment practices, and to ensure that all people share fairly in the fruits of human labor and natural bounty as well as in necessary economic and political effort, do establish this common agreement on investment and society (CAIS) for all countries. 

The basic economic institution of this model is (1) a world-wide network of autonomous Local System Organizations (typically involving 500,000 people or a one-day commute) seeking local self-reliance and regional collaboration, aided by several global institutions. Those supporting institutions are (2) a popularly elected World Economic Parliament which, among other things, certifies or decertifies transnational corporations for international trade, (3) a Development Assistance Institute which, among other things, takes over IMF’s assets and provides loans, grants, and technical assistance to Local System Organizations, (4) a World Economic and Environmental Court which, among other things, sets the share of profits which antecedent inventors—indigenous peoples, farmers, technologists, scientists, etc.—get from corporate patents and copyrights derived from their work, and (5) a decentralized University of Enterprise which, among other things, engages productive and creative citizens to share their knowledge with Local System Organizations and with other units of this highly decentralized and diversified institution. The UN’s Economic and Social Council would play a limited overseeing role, and the UN’s Center on Transnational Corporations—killed by Presidents Bush I and Clinton—would be regenerated to regulate currency traffic and transnational corporations and take them to court if necessary. [Very partial summary. Boston-Cambridge Alliance for Democracy]

· US trade policy and bilateral and multilateral trade agreements attempt to force Central and South American and Caribbean countries to eliminate tariff barriers against US agricultural exports, while maintaining substantial subsidies to US agricultural producers. This enables US grain to out compete domestic foreign producers, particularly small ones, and put them out of business. For example, the new US—Chile treaty is putting small Chilean wheat farmers out of business. Without US subsidies, the Florida Sugarcane industry would go out of business and be replaced by sugar imports from the south. The US still has quotas on sugar imports in addition to the subsidies. If US cotton wasn’t heavily subsidized, US cotton production would largely cease. 

US government agricultural commodity aid is designed to provide a market for US agricultural products. The US government pays the US producers market (+ subsidies) prices, then the commodities are provided at low or no-interest loan terms on low prices or is granted for free to the recipient country. The government sells it at a profit legally or on the black market or gives it away, but in any event it is marketed at far lower prices than the same commodities that can be produced locally, putting local producers out of business. Recipient countries don’t need US food aid, but do need to strengthen domestic production for domestic consumption.  As a result we work on:

- Opposition to US government policy favoring privatization of water, and support of Central and South American and Caribbean organizations resisting water privatization. 

- Opposition to US government and corporate repression of independent agricultural unions and landless peasant organizations. [Grassroots International]
JOINT ANTI-CAPITALIST, ANTI-IMPERIALIST WORK

· As an organization made up of and led by working-class, urban girls and women, predominantly of color, we are seeking to build relationships and share strategies/ideas and resources with our comrades in Latin America about how to create a solid base of people's power struggling to end U.S. Imperialism and led by oppressed people (women, youth, people of color, LTGBQ people, seniors, and poor people.) 

We plan to use the lessons learned and inspiration that will undoubtedly be nurtured through this experience to use popular education workshops to educate our communities here at home; building power analysis as well as awareness and tools for organizing; art and culture through our street theater group to inspire our communities to be passionate about making change and organizing through the nurturing of regional coalitions and alliances that work together to create unity amongst the social justice organizations and collectively develop plans of action to fight against free trade, war and exploitation of Latin America, Asia, Africa, the Middle East and oppressed people in the U.S. [Reflect and Strengthen]

· We propose that broad-based coalitions based on a spirit of unity and cooperation are the way forward in bringing about social change. While hundreds of small organizations make small differences in small locales, when brought together larger differences are possible. We share the WSF's vision that another world is indeed possible--a world without oppression, exploitation, environmental degradation, racism, sexism, heterosexism. We propose to be a part of the debate over how to replace capitalism with socialism, with recognition that different countries with different cultures will likely go about it in different ways (i.e., the Soviet experience of socialism was vastly different than the Cuban experience, which was vastly different than the Chinese, Vietnamese, or even today's Venezuelan revolution). We do not advocate building a world that mimics the "old soviet model," but a world that builds egalitarian socialist societies based on the needs of each country's culture. [Center for Marxist Education]

JOINT SOLIDARITY WORK

· Educate and build opposition to US campaigns that threaten Cuban and Venezuelan sovereignty.

Keep pressure on Washington AGAINST counterrevolutionary activities aimed at Cuba and Venezuela. End the US Embargo against Cuba!

Promote the successes of the Cuban Revolution and social programs in Venezuela in the areas of affordable healthcare, housing, education, culture and living costs, for all. [July 26 Coalition in Solidarity with Cuba]

· (1)Explore ways to partner with Venezuelans to bring the Bolivarian Revolution to the U.S.  (2) In panel discussion, explore the reasons why the U.S. population lags so far behind Venezuelans in revolutionary thought and ways for the two populations to help each other. (3) Sponsor and host revolutionary speakers for speaking tours in the U.S.  (4) Bolivarian Revolution and the Alternative Media (5) The Global Corporate Empire (6) Oppose Imperial Interference in Domestic Affairs of Venezuela (7) The myth of "The American Dream" - A presentation and discussion for youth (8) Establish Intercity Relations between Venezuela and the U.S. [Axis of Logic]

STRENGTHENING LOCALLY TO ACT GLOBALLY

· WSF participants should support a regional forum in the US northeast and Canadian eastern provinces during 2006 and actively build the United States Social Forum process toward a successful WSF forum in 2007. [Mass. Global Action]

HOW CAN WE CARRY OUT JOINT ACTIONS

· We must make use of all mechanisms of communication and coordination available, such as: 

a) Joint media efforts through publications and alternative media 

b) Conferences 

c) Networks for action 

d) Joint programs and campaigns 

e) Action coordination meetings in different countries 

f) Use the WSF as an annual place of evaluation and planning of action for the upcoming year. [Latinos for Social Change]

· We will help build the USSF 2007 process by attending WSF and organizing regionally during 2006 and 2007 in the United States' Northeast and Canadian maritime provinces. In addition, we will work with allies from Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America at the WSF meeting in Caracas to host a number of panels, etc. In the longer term, strategic partnerships will continue to be built through joint campaigns, exchanges, action alerts, solidarity campaigns, etc. [Mass Global Action]

· We believe that building unity among a broad variety of coalitions around specific political issues is an excellent way to organize. [Center for Marxist Education]

· Meeting interested parties at the WSF; presenting our work at the WSF; inviting others to participate in our work; sponsoring Venezuelan youth leaders for speaking tours in U.S. high schools, colleges and universities. [Axis of Logic]

· We would like to reactivate the Latin American and Caribbean Solidarity Association locally with organizations such as the July 26th Coalition in Support of Cuba, Latino/as for Social Change, Martin Luther King Bolivarian Circle of Boston, Committee in Support of Human Rights in Haiti, and other groups in formation in Boston around solidarity work with Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia, Brazil, Honduras, etc. [July 26 Coalition in Solidarity with Cuba]

· With the use of technology we can have organizations with common goals keep in contact via the Internet and telephone services. The Social Forum is the gate where many of these organizations cross and is this opportunity that we must take advantage of, networking in an organize manner would be the ideal result from the Social Forum. [MLK Bolivarian Circle of Boston]

· Make connections and strategize with similar goal-oriented U.S. organizations at the WSF. Re-establish contacts and strategize with the Central de Trabajadores de Cuba; SINANTAINAL & SINANTROFAN of Colombia; and the FAT of Mexico. Make new contacts with the Unidad Nacional de Trabajadores of Venezuela. Engage with Bolivarian Circles and Misiones Sociales in Venezuela. [Project Voice - AFSC]

· Visit the communities, meet and speak with people who live there and the activists that are implementing the revolutionary changes. Keep in contact with other organizations that we network with. Participate in the conferences and workshops the world social forum is organizing.  Hold a series of popular education workshops in the US to raise awareness amongst working-class youth, and people of color about the revolutionary uprising that is happening in Venezuela.  Learn ways that we as people in the U.S. can share our access to resources and what responsibility we hold as the people of our government's foreign policy. Learning tangible ways that we can oppose free trade and the exploitation of workers in Latin America. Ways that we can directly funnel resources and support to communities of Latin America along with lessons learned from our people in Latin America which we can incorporate in our own organizing here in the Boston area and U.S. [Axis of Logic]

· (1) Exchanges with activists from different countries; (2) List serves or blogs devoted to specific issues like globalization, terrorism, and sustainable development to promote dialogue and the exchange of ideas; (3)Electronic discussions about current events; (4) Joint actions on peace and social justice. [Dorchester Action for Peace]

· We are members of the National Alliance of Latin American and Caribbean Communities (NALACC), and we have been talking about the possibility of organizing (with allies in the struggle) a historic hemispheric summit of migrant communities. As a first step, we would like to convene organized groups of Latino migrants across the world so that we can begin to forge a common vision and articulate a common frame for advocacy. [Centro Presente]

· We encourage local and regional groups to study the common agreement on investment and society (CAIS) and related documents, and develop their own versions. That is, develop models of alternative economic systems that facilitate democratic local and regional activity everywhere, and test them as far as possible. [Boston-Cambridge Alliance for Democracy]

· By continuing the work that the Women’s Fight Back Network and the International Action Center do and to work towards strengthening our relationships by exchange visits with other women's organizations, trade unions, anti-war groups, etc. Our role here in the US must be to defend our sisters and brothers abroad against US wars, demand US troops out now, hands off Venezuela and yes to the Bolivarian Revolution, no to US-sponsored paramilitary death squads and Plan Colombia. We hope to raise the consciousness of working people here to see the direct link between these international struggles and our struggles here against poverty, racism and war. [Women’s Fight Back Network] 

WHERE TO CONTACT THE BOSTON DELEGATION

WSF2006 Boston Delegation

PO Box 1279

Cambridge, MA 02238

Email: wsf@lfsc.org

Web page: http://www.lfsc.org/wsfs/
WHERE TO CONTACT THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT PARTICIPATED

IN THE WSF 2006 BOSTON PROPOSAL CONSULTATION
Axis of Logic

161 Harvard Avenue, #2

Boston, MA 02134

Phone: 617-787-3498

Email: les@axisoflogic.com 

Webpage: www.axisoflogic.com
Bolivarian Circle of Boston, Martin Luther King, Jr.

3 Copper Beech Circle

West Bridgewater, MA 02379

Phone: 508-559-6090

Email: cbmlkboston@hotmail.com 

Webpage: http://www.circulosbolivarianos.org
Boston-Cambridge Alliance for Democracy

271 Dartmouth Street, #2h

Boston, MA 02116

Phone: 617-266-8687

Email: dlewit@igc.org 

Webpage: www.NewEnglandAlliance.org
Center for Marxist Education

550 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Phone: 617-354-2876

Email: cmebook_bookmarx@yahoo.com 

Webpage: www.bookmarx.org
Centro Presente, Inc.

54 Essex Street, 2nd fl.

Cambridge, MA 02139

Phone: (617) 497-9080

Email: mletona@cpresente.org

Webpage: www.cpresente.org
Dorchester People for Peace

41 Brent Street

Dorchester, MA 02124

Phone: (617) 282-3783

Email: mikeprok@ziplink.net
Grassroots International

179 Boylston Street 4th Fl.

Boston, MA 02116

Phone: 617-524-1400

Email: info@grassrootsonline.org 

Webpage: http://www.grassrootsonline.org
July 26th Coalition of Boston

POB 1279

Cambridge, MA 02238

Phone: 617.566.2861

Email: info@j26.org 

Webpage: www.july26.org
Latinas and Latinos for Social Change

PO Box 1279

Cambridge, MA 02238

Phone: 617-290-5614

Email: lfsc@lfsc.org 

Webpage: www.lfsc.org
Massachusetts Global Action

33 Harrison Ave, 4th floor

Boston, MA 02111

Phone: 617-338-9966

Email: suren@fairjobs.org 

Webpage: www.massglobalaction.org
Project Voice, AFSC

2161 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02140

Phone: 617-661-6130

Email: gcamacho@afsc.org 

Webpage: www.afsc.org
Reflect and Strengthen

1446 Dorchester Ave. Suite 292

Dorchester, MA 02122

Phone: 857-472-2812

Email: web@reflectandstrengthen.org 

Webpage: www.reflectandstrengthen.org 

Women's Fightback Network (WFN)
284 Amory Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
Phone: 617-522-6626
Email: wfn@iacboston.org 

Webpage: www.iacboston.org/wfn
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